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WAR DEPAR,TMENT, 

I N T R 0 D U U  1’ I O N  . 
This general review of the meteoric conditions which prevailed in the United 

states doring. November is based upon ; .first : the synchronous telegraphic reports 
received at this office froui the stntioiis of the Signal Service and thosc of the Canadian 
Meteorological Service, from which arc obtniiied the extent rtiid direction of the move- 
iiicnt of barometric depressions, as Bhowii on Chilrt No. I ; second : thc regular iiioiithly 
reports from thc stations of the Signal Service, Army Post and Naval Bospitala and 
Volunteer Observers, which serve to determine the several meteorological elements, 
as Rhown 011 Charts Nos. I1 aiid III., the hours of observation beiiig 7 A M., 2 arid 9 
P. M., local tinie. 

A careful comparison of these data with corresponding reports of’ previous years 
show the following marked variations from the llieiln meteorological coiiditions of the 
month : 

First-the low mea11 temper;iture in the districts north of the 40th parallel of 
latitude, where the weat-her, csl>cciidly during the latter portioii of the iiiontli, has been 
unusudly severe, the rniige of temperature at several etatioils beiug more thau eighty 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

Second-the large niimber of areas of lorn barometer, and limited number of areas 
of high barometer. 

Third-the large excess of riiiii ou thc l’ilcific coast, aiid tho aliiiost toto1 absence 
of precipitation iti tlic region of the Missouri and upper Mississippi idleys. 

B A R O M E T R I C  P R E S S U R E .  
(1.) In  general.-A comparison of Chart No. I1 with the corresponding Chart of 

the previous month shows the gradual iiiovetiieiit of the ilreiks of iiiean high and meail 
low barometer to the iiortheast, the former being iiow central on the Atlautic coast, 
corresponding in positioii to that of Noveinbcr, 18’74, bat is at least oiie-tenth (0.1) of 
an inch below the inem of that niouth. The rapid iucrease of pressure in the northern 
and western districts of the Uiiitcd States is probably due to the direct iiiovement to 
the eiist\vard of areas of high baron1etel*, and the high latitude of the tracks of a 
large number of the areas of‘ low bnrometer. The re@n of low baroineter is identical 
with that of November, 18i3, a month particularly distinguished for its low meau tem- 
perature. The distribution of pressure 011 tlic Pacific coast is the reverse of that shown 
on the Chart of the preceding iiionth, the pressure having iircreased one-tenth (0.1) of 
an inch at Sail Diego, and froin this poiiit iiorth to Portland dccreiises uriiformly with 
an increase of latitude. 

(2.) Areas of High Boromster.-These, though less niiineroiis than in previous 
years, have in some cases bceri uiiusually marked, end nccoliipi~liied by rnpid and 
extreme changes in temperature, especially in the interior ; they have approached the 
stations uniformly from the regioiilr of the upper Missouri d l e y  and Manitoba, and 


